[Immunohistochemical and quantitative analysis of expression of basement membrane in squamous cell carcinoma of the oral cavity].
Fifty seven cases of oral squamous cell carcinoma (OSCC) were studied by immunohistochemical ABC method using type IV collagen and laminin antibodies and computer image analysis system to investigate the expression of basement membrane and its relation to clinicopathologic characteristics of the OSCC. The results demonstrated that: 1. in OSCC there were defects basement membrane in continuity of varying extents to complete loss of; 2. there was no correlation between the loss of basement membrane and tumor clinical stage (P > 0.05) by computer image analysis, while there was a highly significant correlation between the loss of basement membrane and histologic grading (P > 0.05). The well-differentiated tumor was associated with a low frequency of basement membrane loss. Therefore, the expression of basement membrane may be a useful parameter to evaluate tumor histologic differentiation.